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For immediate release – 24.6.2020 
 
CPRW  SLAMS PLANS TO INCINERATE PLASTIC WASTE ON  GWENT 
LEVELS & DEMANDS RESPONSE FROM WELSH MINISTERS 
 
The Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales are objecting strongly to controversial plans 
to convert the closed coal-fired power station at Uskmouth, Newport to run on  waste fuel 
50% composed of non-recyclable, plastic waste imported mainly from England.  
 
In twin objections to Newport City Council and Natural Resources Wales submitted recently, 
CPRW stated that  “ the entire idea of reopening a power station as an Energy from 
Waste incinerator on this site is misconceived.”  
 
CPRW point out the real threats to humans and wildlife from the incinerator’s poisonous 
emissions, both in the protected area of the Gwent Levels near Newport and surrounding 
towns and villages. As well as toxic chemicals like arsenic and dioxins, the incinerator would 
pump out over 1.5 million tonnes of CO2 and other greenhouse gases - more than the 
previous coal fired station which was mothballed in 2014. All coal fired power stations in 
Britain are due to close by 2025 under  UK Government policy1. CPRW’s objection concludes 
by stating “ It is pointless to close coal-fired power stations to save us from global 
warming if we then reopen them using fuel which emits even more carbon.” 
 

“ Overall the section on global warming is no more than an unconvincing attempt to 
convince the reader and the wider public that increased Co2 emissions are in fact reduced 
emissions”. (from CPRW’s objection to the SIMEC/Atlantis proposals) 

 
CPRW emphasize the incinerator conflicts with established Welsh (and UK) Government 
policies, for example tackling the Climate Emergency and making Wales a “Zero-Waste” 
nation by 2050. The proposals at Uskmouth ignore the fact that burning plastics in 
incinerators is widely accepted to create the most CO2 emissions of any plastic waste 
management or disposal method. Burning plastic is the last and worst resort for this form 
of waste.  
 
The plan also ignores longstanding policy throughout UK that waste should be disposed of as 
close as possible to the area where it is generated. In December 2019 WG reaffirmed this by 
stating 2 “ We will take full responsibility for our waste in Wales, ensuring that we do 
not export waste to be a problem elsewhere”. The blatant disregard for this principle is 
illustrated by the developers’ own public admission that an Uskmouth incinerator would 
“absorb around 10 percent of the (UK’s) non recyclable plastic waste each year” . 
 
 
 
 

                                            
1 The UK Government announced in 2015 that all 14 remaining coal-fired power stations (including Uskmouth) 
must close within 10 years. THere are now just 4 active coal-fuelled power stations left, and none in Wales since 
Aberthaw’s closure last December.   
2 See WG consultation document “Beyond Recycling”, Dec 2019 
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“Why should waste generated in many other parts of the UK be transported to Newport 
and effectively disposed of by being transmitted as an aerosol along the Severn Estuary in 
SE Wales ?  Simply because most of these pollutants cannot be seen by the naked eye does 
not mean that they have disappeared.” (from CPRW’s objection) 

 
In addition there is an obvious contradiction between the proposals and the Welsh 
Government’s commitment to preserving the unique landscape and habitat of the Gwent 
levels, exemplified in the difficult decision  taken last June, supported by 
conservationists throughout Wales, to cancel plans for the M4 by pass which would have 
severely damaged the Levels. CPRW’s objections to the incinerator quote what the the 
First Minister Mark Drakeford said in June 2019 : “I attach very significant weight to the 
fact that the Project would have a substantial adverse impact on the Gwent Levels SSSIs 
and their reen network and wildlife, and on other species, and a permanent adverse impact 
on the historic landscape of the Gwent Levels.''  
 
CPRW also supports the objections raised by other NGOs and local residents, including the 
impact of ash and limestone lorries on narrow local roads in and around Nash and its vital 
National Nature Reserve.  
 
CPRW argues that the proposals should be called in for decision by Welsh Ministers as a 
“Development of National Significance (DNS)“. The national Chairman of CPRW , Peter 
Alexander-Fitzgerald,  forwarded our objections to Welsh Government Minister Lesley 
Griffiths MS on 15 May requesting that the proposals “should be treated as DNS or 
called in under your discretionary powers given the size and nature of the proposals.” 
3 No reply has been received - not even an acknowledgement.  
  

“ Given the UK’s policy to close all coal fired energy generation by 2025 to combat climate 
change, Uskmouth is obsolete. The fact that its former harmful emissions to the 
atmosphere, subsequently deposited across the Gwent levels, have ceased is  beneficial to 
the health of our natural and human environment. There should be no serious suggestion 
of reopening Uskmouth, and especially not when it would burn a fuel of compacted 
waste pellets which would be  more harmful than coal. Instead we need to be allowing 
the Levels - the lungs of Newport - as well as the lungs of local people in the post-Covid 
period, the time to recover from past damage, rather than introducing more pollution 
through a waste incinerator.”  

 

 

 

                                            
3 Under current law all proposals of over 10 MW have to be called in for decision and the incinerator’s 
generating capacity (2200 MW) is more than twenty times this figure. It would be one of the largest EfW 
incinerators in Britain if it was ever agreed, combusting between 875,000 and over 1 million tonnes of waste 
each year - 3 times more than the local waste incinerator at Splott in Cardiff. The latter incinerator was itself 
highly controversial and only built in 2015 at the instigation of the controversial “Prosiect Gwyrdd” partnership 
of WG and local authorities, under their (then) policy of using EfW as an interim-only disposal method ; an 
alternative site on the Gwent Levels was turned down in 2012, mainly on environmental grounds. 



 

Ymgyrch Diogelu Cymru Wledig      
Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales       
                 

Cadeirydd              Chairman  Peter Alexander Fitzgerald  
Is Cadeirydd       Vice-Chairman Vic Warren 
Is Cadeirydd       Vice-Chairman Penelope Williams 

        

      Tŷ Gwyn,  31 Y Stryd Fawr, Y Trallwng.  Powys. SY21 7YD              01938 552525  
                   Tŷ Gwyn,  31 High Street,   Welshpool.  Powys. SY21 7YD          Fax    01938 552741 

                    ELUSEN GOFRESTREDIG      REGISTERED CHARITY 239899               www.cprw.org.uk 

 
 

Notes for Editors : Notes for Editors: The Campaign for the Protection of Rural 

Wales (CPRW) established in 1928 and Wales’ foremost countryside Charity. 

Through its work as an environmental watchdog it aims to secure the 

protection and improvement of the rural landscape, environment and the 

well being of those living in the rural areas of Wales.      www.cprw.org.uk 

 
Contact Details : Rob Hepworth (member of NEC and local resident in Newport/Gwent 
Levels) or Carys Matthews, CPRW Operations Manager 01938 552525  carys@cprwmail.org.uk 
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