Ymgyrch Diogelu Cymru Wledig
Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales
Members’ ebulletin Mai/May 2020

From the Chair
So, Summer has come early, but with Covid-19 we cannot yet enjoy our wonderful Wales,
and many of us will miss the Royal Welsh and other Shows and events. A very different year.
I hope you are all well and not suffering cabin fever, please do stick it out in accordance with
government advice, there is plenty of information on the Welsh Government site . Keep as
active as possible both mentally and physically.
We have heard of many good neighbour activities in rural communities during lockdown,
and in one case surplus plants being given away to help support essential workers. Another
way CPRW can help. With our experience of Village Awards, community action is not a
surprise, but well done everyone.
CPRW continues at national level, with two ‘Zoom’ tele conferences by the NEC charity
committee so far and of course working with other groups where possible , and branches
carrying on with local issues, some highlighted in the Bulletin. Thanks to all our active
members in branches and on NEC. You may know that the April Council Meeting was
cancelled, and we have had to postpone the June Annual General Meeting. Hopefully we
shall re-schedule the AGM in the Autumn.
We hope you are keeping in touch with friends and family, perhaps by Skype or WhatsApp,
some social media is very useful these days. Keep safe, CPRW needs you!
Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald (Chair)

Vic Warren (Vice-Chair)

Welsh Government news….
Senedd Cymru and Welsh Parliament names become law
See full story here… https://senedd.wales/en/newhome/pages/newsitem.aspx?itemid=2097

Natural Resources Wales Bolsters Leadership Team

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) has announced four key appointments to its leadership team. Sarah Jennings joins NRW in the newly created post of Executive Director
of Communications, Customer and Commercial. Her priorities will focus on...
Read more
businessnewswales.com
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Welsh Government Consultations
Changes to listed building consent applications

read here Closing 8th June 2020

If any members are interested in contributing to a CPRW response, then please send
your comments in to carys@cprwmail.org.uk
At least a week before the closing date, please!

Call for moratorium on intensive chicken farming in Powys

Our Montgomeryshire Branch have been busy, along with other groups, keeping this very
important issue at the top of the agenda!
The full story (which appears in the County Times), can be read here: https://
www.countytimes.co.uk/news/18478165.call-moratorium-intensive-chicken-farming-

Uskmouth Incinerator
This is causing alarm in our Newport & Valleys Branch, and we have issued a press release
on the matter.
It can be found here: https://cprw.org.uk/cms-data/resources/Uskmouth%20Incinerator%

Proposed CPRW AGM
We have a provisional date of Saturday 26th September 2020, but we will have to keep
this under review in line with Covid 19 regulations.

2

WELSH LANDSCAPE - PAINTINGS & PHOTOGRAPHS COMPETITION
CPRW has decided to hold two competitions to capture your imagination and interest
during the lockdown time ahead. Both competitions are for members only (including
anyone reading this who wants to join us - see How to Become a CPRW Member
Competition 1 is entitled “TOP WELSH LANDSCAPE PAINTING OR SCULPTURE”. To enter
please send us a weblink (or photo) of your favourite painting or sculpture depicting
landscape in Wales, and your reason for choosing it in no more than 50 words.

(you can find useful references to Welsh landscape paintings at www.library.wales and
www.museum.wales/art/online and by googling “Welsh landscape artists”)
Competition 2 is for the “BEST LOCAL WELSH LANDSCAPE PHOTO”. Here we ask you to
send in a good photo that you took of your local landscape in Wales, with a description of
the view and your feelings about it, again of 50 words maximum.
We will award three prizes for the best entries in each competition and publish them in
the CPRW magazine, and on our website.
Rob Hepworth

A JOINT APPOACH TO THREATS IN CEREDIGION
Many members will know the Cambrian Mountains Society, an admirable organisation
working for recognition of the Cambrian Mountains as an AONB or equivalent. In fact,
quite a number of CPRW members in mid-Wales are also CMS members. On two current
proposals in Ceredigion we have very similar views, and are liaising on objections. As
each has national implications, they are being addressed by the NEC in combination with
the Ceredigion Branch.
Proposed Lluest y Gwynt Wind Farm
As detailed in the April 2020 eB, this proposes 24 x 180m ultra large wind turbines on the
southern slopes of Pumlumon and is a disgraceful attack on an iconic Welsh upland landscape, contrary to all current published Welsh Government policy. It is currently at the
‘pre-Application’ stage and we are arguing that it should not progress to the ‘Acceptance’
stage by the Welsh Government.
Intensive Poultry Unit (110k birds) at Ty Nant Farm near Tal-y-bont
The Afon Cyneiniog valley is designated as a Special Landscape Area, classed as Outstanding by LANDMAP where such a large intensive agriculture unit is inappropriate.
CMS has already objected to the planning application following advice from our CPRW
IPU experts in Powys (which until now has been the target of almost all IPU proposals)
raising other concerns - ammonia/nitrogen production, manure management, traffic - affecting the ecology and probably the watercourses of the area. CPRW is working on a
joint national/ branch objection to this unacceptable proposal set in the depths of the
countryside and served by winding narrow lanes incapable of absorbing the density of
traffic such a project would bring.
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NEWPORT & VALLEYS BRANCH NEWS (Reported by Vic Warren)
Huge Incinerator proposed at Newport
Our main new campaign is to object to a proposal to convert the disused Uskmouth Power
Station to a new ‘Energy from Waste’ incinerator, adjacent to the Gwent Levels. We debated whether EfW is a totally bad idea, but with the detail given there was no doubt – toxic
emissions, CO2 production, traffic, discouraging recycling and other issues. This is a huge
scheme, the proposal is to take plastic and other waste from anywhere in the UK, so this
could be regarded as a CPRW national campaign. We took it to NEC and it was agreed as a
national issue, with N&V Branch (Rob Hepworth) leading on the campaign.
A News Release was issued earlier this month, see it earlier in this bulletin. We have called
on Welsh Ministers to call in the proposals.
Gwent Levels – Better Designation (Following M4 Diversion cancellation)
This campaign has been on the back-burner since the Covid-19 outbreak. Several possibilities were being considered in a group convened by the local MS, which included NRW, local
authorities and several NGOs. The continued threat to the Levels has now been highlighted
yet again by two incinerator proposals at Uskmouth (see above) and Môr Hafren, both opposed by CPRW.
Local Development Plans
Local authorities in this area have not been able to continue working as planned, most target dates are slipping.

Gwern y Domen proposed development
Some good news from Jayne, the latest Persimmon development Appeal has lapsed, and so
there is no current threat to that precious countryside area, apart from bikes and quads. But
no doubt development proposals will appear again.
Cardiff (Mid-South Glamorgan Branch)
In the absence of an active local branch (and the sad loss of Rowland Pittard), N&V is still liaising with a group in Cardiff campaigning against another incinerator proposal. One positive, however, Jayne reports there are proposals to make a real difference in active travel in
Cardiff – more cycleways. The Lockdown may well have helped with that, there is no doubt
that cycle use has increased.
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Contacts
Head Office
Ty Gwyn, 31 High St,
WELSHPOOL
SY21 7YD
Tel: 01938 552525
Email: info@cprwmail.org.uk
Website: www.cprw.org.uk
Chairman Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald
Tel: 01570 481263
Email: heritagelaw@btinternet.com
Vice-Chairs Penny Williams & Vic Warren
Email:

Operations Manager
Carys Matthews
Email: carys@cprwmail.org.uk
Policy & Campaigns
Sarah Jones (Maternity leave from Dec 2019)
Email: sarah@cprwmail.org.uk
Trustees
Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald (Chair), Vic Warren (Vice-Chair),
Penelope Williams (Vice Chair) Richard Williams-Ellis, Rob
Hepworth, Geoff Sinclair, Christine Hugh Jones, Jonty
Colchester (Acting Treasurer), Les Taylor

penelope.brynalun@googlemail.com,
vic.warren@hotmail.com

CPRW Branches
Anglesey Gwynne Morris Jones
Tel: 01407 832861
Brecon & Radnorshire Dr Christine HughJones
Email: ch306@icloud.com
Carmarthenshire Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald
Email: heritagelaw@btinternet.com
Caernarfonshire Noel Davey
Email: noeldavey@compuserve.com
Ceredigion Dr Stephen Briggs
Email: cstephenbriggs@yahoo.co.uk
Clwyd Bob Gaffey
Email: gaffeybobby@aol.com

Conwy Innes Mathieson
Email: innes.mathieson@gmail.com
Meirionnydd David Medcalf
Email: medcalf959@btinternet.com
Mid & South Glamorgan contact Head Office

Monmouthshire Caroline Holt-Wilson
Email: carolineholtwilson@googlemail.com
Montgomeryshire Jill Kibble
Email: jilly@myphone.coop
Newport & Valleys Simon Brook
Email: simonbrook@btinternet.com
Pembrokeshire Mary Sinclair
Email: environmentinformationservices@btinternet.com
West Glamorgan contact Head Office
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