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Members’ e bulletin Mehefin/June 2020

From the Chair
We hope you and your family are avoiding CV, also prolonged boredom, but it
appears lockdown may be easing soon. Have you been using Zoom or WhatsApp to
see family and friends? Your CPRW National Executive Committee has been holding
Zoom meetings, with mixed results, but it does allow business to continue.
Contentious items we are dealing with as national campaigns at present include the
National Development Framework (solar farms and wind turbines in so-called ‘Priority
Areas’ rather than far offshore); intensive poultry units (proliferating and causing river
pollution in the Wye and Ithon; agricultural subsidy changes; and two incinerator
proposals, one at Newport is a huge Energy From Waste plant importing its raw
material from England. Local Development Plan work by local authorities is mainly at
a standstill, but we expect restart soon. If you want further information about these, or
have other queries, do please contact the office.
Internally, CPRW finances have improved in recent years, and NEC is working on
some initiatives in this area. Also in hand are moves to find a new President. We
know Branch AGMs, social and other activities have been postponed (national AGM
has a provisional September date). Hopefully we can have a busy Autumn, catching
up.
We wish you and your family a safe and happier Summer, enjoying our beautiful rural
Wales, but if you use public transport, don’t forget a face mask.

Peter Alexander Fitzgerald Chair
Vic Warren Vice Chair

Pollution on the River Wye
CPRW contributed to an excellent article which was published in the Daily Mail on Saturday 27th
June 2020. Many thanks to Christine Hugh Jones for her contribution to the article. It can be read
here.

Our Brecon & Radnor Branch also produced a fantastic News Release. It can be read in full here
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Simon Meade of Pen-y-lan, Meifod 1928 – 2020:
CPRW’s first full-time Secretary and Director 1966 – 1988

Simon and CPRW were both 38 when in 1966 he followed a succession of distinguished figures who
- alongside their many illustrious roles - had moulded CPRW into a recognised part of the Welsh
establishment. This formative period – and the later development of CPRW during Simon’s tenure is stylishly chronicled in Michael Brace’s ‘History’ – which will later inform a detailed appreciation in
‘Rural Wales’, itself one of Simon’s enduring legacies.
In a world quite unlike that inhabited by its founding fathers, Simon jumped at the chance to steer
CPRW, gently evolving an additional, focussed, and more democratic style. With the HQ
determinedly rooted at his family home in Montgomeryshire for his first eight years, ‘CPRW,
Meifod’ became an indissoluble couplet. He fostered the growth of county branches while ably and
easily building bridges between the great and the good; he stabilised CPRW’s charitable status in
1971, securing financial support from wherever he could find it to build campaigns and employ
assistant staff. In the 70’s and 80’s he helped Lady (Eirene) White create her dynamic – and unique Presidential reign in what can now be seen as the hey-day of CPRW: moving in 1981 to today’s
office in Welshpool (named Ty Gwyn after the fabled ‘White Baroness’); and on his retirement
paved the way for CPRW’s first ‘professional’ Director, Dr Neil Caldwell.
Simon initiated, and secured funding for, CPRW’s successful (and now much lamented) Study
Conferences and annual Youth Conferences, each becoming a key part of the Welsh environmental
scene. Other highlights of his career in helping defeat or moderate insensitive development
proposals – with Branches playing a conspicuous role – include mineral mining in the Snowdonia
National Park; the industrialisation of ‘Severnside’; the exploitation of the Cefn Sidan coastline in
Carmarthenshire; the 1976 Conwy estuary crossing (using a tunnel instead of another bridge); and
the landscaping of the A470 upgrade in the Lledr valley.
The keys to Simon’s success were his inter-personal skills, his attention to detail, and his
diplomacy. In a moving tribute (to be reproduced in full in Rural Wales) , Elizabeth Colwyn-Foulkes
speaks of ‘the tall, gentle, incredibly charming young man when he first joined CPRW as Secretary
…. who would turn up in his little green van, emblazoned with the CPRW logo, with everything
needed for the meeting’. ‘He possessed all the skills of a diplomat and the secret of bringing
disparate views together and presenting a coherent case’.
Geoff Sinclair—June 2020
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We have several branches needing Committee members, and following the sad loss of
Rowland, we would ask if any members in the Mid-South Glamorgan area (covering Cardiff,
Rhondda Cynon Taff , Merthyr and Vale of Glamorgan local authorities) can spare a little
time to help this important branch of CPRW. If you can, please contact Carys.
We intend to invite all members in the area to a meeting, when the current Coronavirus restrictions allow, unless sufficient members come forward now to form a new Committee.

Media Contacts
If Your Branch has any Media contacts, we would be very grateful to receive the details. We are
trying to update our National media list, and personal contacts in newspapers, radio etc are
much better than sending to a generic e mail address. Please send any details to Carys. Thank

CPRW on Facebook
We are trying a new facebook ads campaign at the present time. If you have access to facebook,
then please look us up and see what you think! Also spread the word with your contacts and ask
them to like our page! The aim of the campaign is to raise awareness of CPRW and hopefully encourage some new members!

WELSH LANDSCAPE - PAINTINGS & PHOTOGRAPHS COMPETITION
CPRW has decided to hold two competitions to capture your imagination and interest
during the lockdown time ahead. Both competitions are for members only (including
anyone reading this who wants to join us - see How to Become a CPRW Member

Competition 1 is entitled “TOP WELSH LANDSCAPE PAINTING OR SCULPTURE”. To enter
please send us a weblink (or photo) of your favourite painting or sculpture depicting
landscape in Wales, and your reason for choosing it in no more than 50 words.
(you can find useful references to Welsh landscape paintings at www.library.wales and
www.museum.wales/art/online and by googling “Welsh landscape artists”)
Competition 2 is for the “BEST LOCAL WELSH LANDSCAPE PHOTO”. Here we ask you to send
in a good photo that you took of your local landscape in Wales, with a description of the
view and your feelings about it, again of 50 words maximum.

We will award three prizes for the best entries in each competition and publish them in the
CPRW magazine, and on our website.
Rob Hepworth
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NEC meetings
The NEC have been continuing to meet, but by Zoom for the time being. The main points which have
been raised, and being worked on are:


NEC are actively looking for a new President



Updating our National media list



Trialling a new Facebook ads campaign to raise awareness



Working on the next edition of Rural Wales which will hopefully be posted out in September/
October



Working on NRW Area Statements



Work ongoing on the Uskmouth incinerator project



Liaison with the Alliance for Welsh Designated Landscapes - Zoom meeting with NRW Chair Sir
David Henshaw and discussion about possible designation of the Cambrian Mountains



Co-working with the CMS on opposition to the proposed Lluest y Gwynt windfarm on
Pumlumon

Newport & Valleys Branch
You may remember the Tirpentwys Canyon saga, when a local campaign we supported defeated a 20-year (more likely permanent) industrial quarrying operation on this peaceful Valleys ridge, and the unique ‘Canyon’, left over from a long-ago
Well, we hoped it would go away, and the area’s rural character guaranteed, but two things
have arisen:



There is a rumour that the developer is going to try again (not unexpected)
The Canyon is suddenly a ‘honey-pot’ for visitors (very unexpected)

The latter caused a real problem two weeks ago. Social media was apparently spreading the
word about this unusual anomaly in the Welsh Valleys (described in one as a Blue Lagoon!).
Despite lockdown, and essential trips only, visitors came from miles away. Sixty cars were
parked on the narrow lane, people crowding in to see the Canyon via an access that is not at
present a public path (it should be, has been used for many years). The picnics, barbecues,
fires, litter were bad enough in this private area, but some ventured into the ‘lagoon’ which is
usually very shallow. Not altogether on that day apparently, because one young person got
into difficulties. Police and paramedics were called, even a helicopter. It seems resuscitation
was necessary. No fatality, but it was close. That changed everything, Blaenau Gwent Public
Health implemented action under the Mines & Quarries Act requiring the owner to fence the
site off, and a fence went up within a couple of days. Not that it stopped visitors, next weekend there were still cars lining the lane.
So what is the future for this attractive anomaly in the landscape? Watch this space
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Obituary

Rowland Leslie Pittard 1942- 2020
Rowland was, in his own words, ‘a lifelong
member of CPRW’ (he was Treasurer of MidSouth Glamorgan Branch for many years), but he was also a railway man all his life, a
longtime supporter of the Youth Hostels Association (gaining its highest award, the GM
Trevellyn Medal), and meeting the Queen at a YHA opening. Also the Boy Scout movement,
after Queen’s Scout, he achieved a Warrant and a leaders Wood Badge.
However, his passion was railways. During a childhood in Tondu, with several railway men
in his family, he checked trains on the Maesteg line, attended grammar school, then gained
BSc in Geography and Geology at Aberystwyth, and a Teaching Diploma at Swansea. He
taught for several years in London, but kept progressing in his railway life with a Diploma in
Transportation Studies from London University, which necessitated a visit to see the Iron
Ore Railways of Western Australia. During his teaching career (retiring at about the
Millennium) he spent summer holidays on railways in UK and Europe, and later all over the
world, including iconic tourneys such as the Trans-Siberian and Patagonia Routes. Of
course, he achieved the UK rail fan’s aim of travelling on all passenger service trains in Gt
Britain and Ireland!
More serious results of his railway experience and expertise were many and various, he
served on the Royal Geographical Society’s OS Education Consultative Committee, First
Great Western and Arriva Trains Consultative Panels, and for Railfuture. He advised
governments and wrote widely for rail publications. However, his nephew says he was
most proud of participating in reinstating the heritage Gwili Railway 40 years ago, on part
of the closed Carmarthen – Aberystwyth line.
Rowland was a remarkable man, he achieved much, and we have lost a loyal, competent,
hardworking member.
Vic Warren
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Below is the CPRW response to the NRW/WEL forum for your information.

NRW Area Statements
WEL/NRW Biodiversity & Ecosystem Forum, 7th May 2020
CPRW Response
After the report from one of its members participating in the above virtual Forum, the
National Executive Committee of CPRW makes the following observations and proposals.
We welcome the development of the Wales Environmental Information Portal and its
expected completion by the end of 2020 : the Mapping NRP priorities - opportunities for
Area Statements resource : and Spatial Analysis for Area Statements linked with NRW’s
SoNaRR initiative. NRW staff demonstrated the potential value and use of these online
resources, followed by updates from 6 of the 7 Areas and concluded with comments from
WEL representatives. CPRW appreciates their potential for facilitating not only the
development and implementation of Area Statements but also other environmental
initiatives and actions in Wales.
However, we wish to share our concerns at a number of current aspects of the Area
Statements scheme, invite your views and seek to develop with you two-way
communication and collaboration which all Areas and environmental organisations regard
as important to their ambitions. In particular, the only general consistency is across the
27 Themes identified by the 7 Areas but beyond that the number of identified aims runs
into hundreds which we believe is unattainable. There is also a lack of consistency and
clarity in the ambitions, with some areas stating clear aims & objectives compared with
others which are aspirational or just desirable outcomes

Democracy implicit in each Area identifying its own landscape character and interests is
important but none is an island and natural areas don’t stop at artificial boundaries. We
expect an effort to ‘smooth’ and integrate objectives across Area boundaries and reduce
their number. For example, with 27 Themes across the 7 Areas, if each Theme focused on
just 5 targets, that would still generate 135 projects across Wales !
We also need clarification on what authority Area Statements have and how this relates
to local, regional and national planning authorities, particularly in view of the original
purpose of the Area Statements as set out in the Wales Environment Act (2016).
From individual Area updates during the Forum it is clear that some prioritisation is under
way and this was picked up in Sarah William’s (Chair) closing remarks, who agreed in
principle and said that one of NRW’s next steps is to prioritise and streamline the targets,
working with the Areas and encouraging them to use the tools provided by the WEF
Portal and related resources.
Continued……..
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Please share with us your own Area and/or WEL appraisal of the state of the scheme, what
you see to be its current flaws and strengths and how you would like it to develop.
We also invite your suggestion on ways in which CPRW can work with you and you can help
us.
With regards,

Dr Ken Addison
kenneth.addison@spc.ox.ac.uk

Christine Hugh-Jones

pp Council of CPRW

christinehughjones@gmail.com

Key URLs
Wales Environmental Information Portal (beta)
https://naturalresources.wales/evidence-and-data/maps/wales-environmental-information/
Mapping NRP priorities : opportunities for Area Statements

https://envsys-ltd.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?
appid=f8741b82f4974486ae3ad0ddd8285692
Spatial Analysis for Area Statements and link to NRW’s SoNaRR (State of Natural Resources
Report)
https://www.envsys.co.uk/projects/spatial-analysis-for-area-statements/
Area Statements definition, aims and objectives from Wales Environment Act (2016)
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/section/11/enacted
https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/area-statements/natural-resources-wales-approach-toimpact-assessments-of-area-statements/?lang=en
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Contacts
Head Office
Ty Gwyn, 31 High St,
WELSHPOOL
SY21 7YD
Tel: 01938 552525
Email: info@cprwmail.org.uk
Website: www.cprw.org.uk
Chairman Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald
Tel: 01570 481263
Email: heritagelaw@btinternet.com
Vice-Chairs Penny Williams & Vic Warren
Email:

Operations Manager
Carys Matthews
Email: carys@cprwmail.org.uk
Policy & Campaigns
Sarah Jones (Maternity leave from Dec 2019)
Email: sarah@cprwmail.org.uk
The NEC (Trustees)
Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald (Chair), Vic Warren (Vice-Chair),
Penelope Williams (Vice Chair) Richard Williams-Ellis, Rob
Hepworth, Geoff Sinclair, Christine Hugh Jones, Jonty
Colchester (Acting Treasurer), Les Taylor

penelope.brynalun@googlemail.com,
vic.warren@hotmail.com

CPRW Branches
Anglesey Gwynne Morris Jones
Tel: 01407 832861
Brecon & Radnorshire Dr Christine HughJones
Email: ch306@icloud.com
Carmarthenshire Peter Alexander-Fitzgerald
Email: heritagelaw@btinternet.com
Caernarfonshire Noel Davey
Email: noeldavey@compuserve.com
Ceredigion Dr Stephen Briggs
Email: cstephenbriggs@yahoo.co.uk
Clwyd Bob Gaffey
Email: gaffeybobby@aol.com

Conwy Innes Mathieson
Email: innes.mathieson@gmail.com
Meirionnydd David Medcalf
Email: medcalf959@btinternet.com
Mid & South Glamorgan contact Head Office

Monmouthshire Caroline Holt-Wilson
Email: carolineholtwilson@googlemail.com
Montgomeryshire Jill Kibble
Email: jilly@myphone.coop
Newport & Valleys Simon Brook
Email: simonbrook@btinternet.com
Pembrokeshire Mary Sinclair
Email: environmentinformationservices@btinternet.com
West Glamorgan contact Head Office
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